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WHERE DO YOU GO?, an impressive and moving debut 
statement from the Swedish drummer and composer, 
features her in two trio se ngs (both with fellow Swede 
and bassist Daniel Franck). One session features the bril-
liant American pianist Aaron Parks, and the other fea-
tures Hungarian tenor tan Gabor Bolla. 

Anna Lovisa Cornelia Nilsson - known as “Cornelia,” or 
some mes affec onately just as “Connie” for the sylla-
ble conserva ves closest to her - was born August 13th, 
1992, in Lund, Sweden, and her humble yet suppor ve 
upbringing has paid off handsomely.  

Growing up with her mother and a sister, she has mem-
ories of her grandfather playing piano and evoking 
strong emo ons from the trio in the audience. But at 
home and in school, the music seemed to speak to 
young Cornelia differently than those around her – al-
lowing her to cul vate an apprecia on for space and si-
lence while playing and composing. 

That apprecia on would s ck with Cornelia throughout 
her life and comes through on WHERE DO YOU GO?. Her 
debut is a powerful first offering emphasizing sparseness 
in places to complement and balance the volcanic en-
ergy emi ed on other tunes. Her vocabulary as a drum-
mer, improviser, and composer is vast - and s ll growing. 

Nilsson started freelancing when she was 24 and has 
never looked back. She played her way up through the  
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ranks of Scandinavian musicians represen ng mul ple 
genera ons, including Gilbert Holmström, Ben Besiakov, 
and Anders ’AC’ Christensen. And then the Americans 
began reaching out. And not just any Americans, but 
icons like Tim Hagans, Kenny Barron, and Ron Carter. 
Nilsson received the Bengt Säve-Söderberghs S pend in 
2019, Monica Ze erlund’s Memorial Fund Grant in 
2020, and the Tivoli Jazz Prize in 2021. 

Cornelia Nilsson was hi ng her stride and had a mo-
ment of inspired clarity – it was me to record an album 
with her songs. A combina on of private circumstances 
proved enough to push her into the studio: “Making an 
album with my music symbolizes a breaking point in my 
life. Music has li ed me countless mes, and I wanted 
that to shine through. To express everything honestly 
and transparently - the explosiveness, fragility, the ugli-
ness, rawness, and the so er things, too.” 

Recorded at two different sessions (the saxophone ses-
sion was in January 2022, the piano trio in June 2023), 
the bandleader and composer chose to lean into con-
tras ng material with each lineup to explore the 
strengths of their chemistry together. In short, the piano 
session explores space and beauty on six songs, while 
the saxophone trio generally burns through three of 
their four songs. 

Despite turning 40 this year, American pianist Aaron 
Parks has already worked with many jazz legends and 



 

released his music on the ECM and Blue Note labels. 
JazzTimes hailed him as “a new visionary.” 

Swedish bassist Daniel Franck has lived in Denmark since 
1997 and is one of Nilsson’s closest and most frequent 
collaborators. His big ears and fantas c me and sound 
have made him one of Europe’s most in-demand bass-
ists. 

Hungarian saxophonist Gabor Bolla was born in Buda-
pest and relocated to Copenhagen in 2014. He has es-
tablished a name and reputa on around Europe for his 
sound and style, which merge classic hard-bop tenor tra-
di on with Hungarian gypsy music and modern jazz sub-
genres. 

Nilsson shares some of her composi onal process: “As I 
wrote the material for this album, I challenged myself to 
believe in and develop the first idea that came to me. I 
also wanted to give the band as much freedom as possi-
ble, keeping things open to interpreta on, so I wrote 
composi ons more like sketches and am thrilled about 
how it all came together.” 

Nilsson brought a bunch of originals along to both re-
cording sessions and chose some personal favorites as 
covers that she thought would cater to the groups’ 

sounds and personali es. Where Do You Go? - the tle 
track for the album and an underappreciated, heart-
wrenchingly beau ful ballad - is an absolute standout.  

“It’s such a strong and beau ful composi on – I just fell 
in love with it. I wanted more air in the material to make 
the album breathe more. I hope listeners absorb the 
honesty and transparency of this album and that it pro-
vokes something inside of them,” the bandleader says. 

In addi on to the tle track, Ninni is a composi on for 
Nilsson’s mother, which flows into another original, Mo-

ons. Saturn’s Return explores leaping into new terri-
tory, while The Wanderer and Dirge For Europe offer 
contrast and development over repe ve founda ons. 
That Was Recording, Right? Is an energe c blues, and 
Nilsson’s trios also present inspired versions of some fa-
miliar fare, including Monk’s Ugly Beauty, Orne e’s The 
Sphinx, John’s Abbey by Bud Powell, and the Brooks 
Bowman classic East Of The Sun And West Of The Moon. 

Listeners will want to hear WHERE DO YOU GO? in its 
en rety over and over again to appreciate the depth and 
nuances presented throughout the en re album. It’s a 
stunning debut, and with her two world-class trios, Cor-
nelia Nilsson shows us that her moment has arrived.

 

 

Cornelia Nilsson: drums. Aaron Parks: piano. Daniel Franck: bass. Gabor Bolla: tenor saxophone. 
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