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Jakob Dinesen is without a doubt one of Denmark’s busiest and most significant jazz musicians. Jakob Dinesen (or
DINO as he is known among friends) is unique on the Danish jazz scene – or more to the point: the Danish music
scene as a whole, for he is no puritan. The 41-year old saxophonist plays in an endless variety of constellations and
idioms: Collaborations with African musicians, Cuban and Australian musicians, duo with vocalist and guitarist Paul
Banks, with Hanne Boel’s soul band. In Once Around The Park, Beautiful Day, a jam session in Christiania, in Hugo
Rasmussen’s swing group. And in the summer, one may often find him playing on the street with friends. We could
go on and on – the world is his stage. He is a traveler in music in the very best sense. Wherever it’s happening, that’s
where you will find him.
However, there is another side to Jakob Dinesen. The side, which is on an uncompromising quest to find his very
own original voice. Dino has recorded with legendary drummer Paul Motian before, and in October 2008, he
returned to New York, to the Avatar Studio in Manhattan, to continue their collaboration. With bassist Anders
Christensen to complete the trio, the session resulted in a crisp, midnight blue CD that emphasizes textures and
moods rather than show-off paces.
DINO is a wonderful pearl of a CD: Unpresumptuous, sensual, brave and sensitive by a musician who works with
detail, lucidity and tranquility. Music to enjoy in quiet hours of absorption or leisure.
Jakob Dinesen has been described as a virtuosic musician of massive expressive powers, a masterful interpreter of
the great tenor tradition in jazz. His tonality is progressive while still based in tradition – one leg comfortably settled
in post-bebop, and one in something that sounds like modern “right-now”. “An open mind makes all the difference”,
says Dinesen
He has recorded several records in his own name, and worked as a sideman or co-leader on numerous others. Twice
he has won a Danish Grammy for Jazz Album of the Year: In 1997 with Once Around The Park, and in 2000 for his
collaboration with Kurt Rosenwinkel on EVERYTHING WILL BE ALLRIGHT.
In 2004, Dino received the prestigious Danish jazz award, the JAZZPAR, which for 15 years honored a long list of jazz
personalities. The prize allowed him to put together a group of his choice, which resulted in the Danish Grammynominated release LADY WITH A SECRET featuring Eddie Gomez and Nasheet Waits among others.

records with Jakob Dinesen:

Dino began playing sax at the age of 16. He studied at Berklee College of Music (1990-91), and graduated from The
Rhythmic Conservatory in Copenhagen (1994-99). It was probably Once Around The Park that first made larger
audiences aware of his extraordinary talent. The band took its name from a composition by Paul Motian. Motian has
been a great source of inspiration for Dinesen, and in 2000 he recorded AROUND with Motian and Kurt Rosenwinkel.
Now, once again in the company of Motian (and Anders Christensen), he celebrates new musical triumphs.
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